"PHARAOH'S  BED"   AND   THE   MIGHTY  TEMPLE OF  ISIS   ON  THE   SUBMERGED  ISLAND   OF

McLeish

Before the building of the dam at Assuan. and the subsequent raising
of the Nile, the island of _Philae rose high above the level of the river,
and its temples basked in the hot sunlight, with bushes and palms
growing about them. Now the Nile water flows over the island, some-

times completely covering its splendid buildings. The pillared structure
before which glides this graceful craft is known as "Pharaoh's Bed"
and was never completed by its ancient builders. Like the massive
temple to the left, it was dedicated to the g-oddess Xsis.